Some Play                              [1814
Lady Shelley and some friends riding through the Park heard
it and learning the cause galloped up to try and get a glimpse
of the hero. The Duke, however, was no longer in the
house, having " made his escape through the Park ... to
call on his mother in Upper Brook Street ".1
There was, too, another happy re-union, for John Malcolm
was then in England, and it is stated that the Duke ce had not
been many hours in London before he made his way to
Manchester-street to shake his dear friend ... by the hand,
and excited the suspicions of an incredulous old servant by
announcing himself as the Duke of Wellington ".2
The joys of friendly re-unions, however, were quickly
broken into by the call of duty and on the following day the
Duke was off to Portsmouth to pay his respects to the Prince
Regent, who in company with the Allied Sovereigns, then
on a visit to England, was attending a Naval Review. The
arrival of England's hero took the wind out of the sails of
the Foreign Royalties, and from the Prince Regent downwards
no one had eyes or ears for anyone but the Duke.
The following day he was back again in London which
was waiting impatiently to do him honour. He had now to
submit to a course of lionizing and hero-worship, a test of
modesty which he passed with flying colours.
Neither unconscious of his own merits [says Gleig] nor ostentatiously
pretending to undervalue them, he yet shrank from the most remote
appearance of demanding what all whom he approached were anxious
to give, and constantly endeavoured to divert towards others the tokens
of public respect and admiration which were intended for himself. . . .
He became, as was to be expected, wherever he appeared, the object of
universal attention; yet he either did not observe, or acted as if he had
not observed, the circumstance; returning with perfect simplicity the
salutes that were offered to him, or entering into easy conversation with
those who immediately surrounded him.3
The first public ceremony of importance after his return
1 Lady Shelley, Vol. /, p. 66.           2 Kaye, p. 232.
3 Brlalmont and Gleig., Vol //, p. $56.
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